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aoe COMMENT ON THE UKATE OF BURT SCHUMACHER 


The death of Xurt Schumacher, chairwan @f the Yeast Geraan 
Social Bemeerstic Party (SPD), remevem a bitter foe of Chancei- 
lor Adenauer and of certain important american oujectives in fest 
Germuaay. Gia successor will almest cdrteainiy ce Erich Ollesbawr, 
the Sli-year-old vice-chairman, who hag had considerable experi- 
ence in ruaning the party during Schumacher‘a illsegsees as weil 
as in patebidng up the internal quarreig to which the latter was 
largely indiffereatt Under Olienhauer‘'s less dynamic leadershin 
the party cam be expected to be much leas intraneigeant on ques-~- 
tiens like rearwement and cooperation with the West. 


The Party Congress, now scheduled for lete September, will 
protably not produce any significant formal changes in party poi-~ 
icies, but la likely to develop a gradusl increase in the inélu- 
ence of the moderates who desire to tone down opposition to Jer- 
aan rearnuament and Luropean unity moves. Consequentiy, in the 
period preceding the crocial federal election campaign, the sar- 
ty will give relatively mere attention to demestic iasues, ai- 
theugh sot segleciing the Saar problem. The Secialists will con- 
tinue to say, siome with etl other parties, that unificatédon of 
Germany ie the pressing issue, but their declarations on this 
matter can be expected to Se less extreme, since even Ollankhnauc 
himpelf dees not think that unification is pose bie, 


Schumacher‘s death esy aleo open the «ay to Socinlist var- 
iicipatéom in a Federal coalition Gevernment in the event chat. the 
present coaliiiion is defeated in the 1853 slections. 
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